Tips on Buying a Home in the Best Neighborhood

When looking for a new home, finding the best neighborhood can be just as important as finding the perfect house.

Who wants a neighborhood of empty-nesters if you have young kids? And what singleton wants to live in a family-
oriented neighborhood full of kids? So what characteristics should you look for in a good neighborhood?

Look for the following characteristics:
Good public schools

A good neighborhood feeds into a well-regarded school system. This is key whether you have children or not. For
anyone who has children or is thinking about having them, good schools are essential for obvious reasons. But even
if you don't have children and don't plan to, good public schools can play a big role in your home's resale value.

The best way to get information about school performance is to talk with local parents or access information such as
test scores and other pertinent school information online. Interested parents can also visit schools in person to get a
better feel for what they are like.

Easy Access

More than anything else, people want convenience. That means an easy commute to their job as well as living close
to shopping and restaurants. Although a good neighborhood does not have to be right next to any of these things, it
should at least have easy access to them. Libraries, parks or walking trails adds appeal to neighborhoods. Most
people in the Alamogordo/Otero County area are looking for easy parking and pleasant walking neighborhoods.

Solid reputation

What do others say and think about the neighborhood? A good neighborhood should be well-regarded by a variety of
people of different incomes and lifestyles. Does the neighborhood have a solid home value that protects the interest
of property owners? Are the lawns well-manicured and the homes well-maintained? Is crime an issue? When buying
a home, it's wise to keep in mind what other people will think of the neighborhood, as perception is often reality.

For more information about neighborhoods in the Alamogordo/Otero County area contact me, Lebron Little,
Associate Broker with ERA Simmons Real Estate.



